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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT PEREZ STATES VENEZUELA'S POLICY ON CUBA 

1. IN HIS ANNUAL MESSAGE TO CONGRESS GIVEN MARCH 12 PRESIDENT 
CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ STATED VENEZUELA'S REASONS FOR RENEWING 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH CUBA IN DECEMBER 1974. "NOT ONLY 
BECAUSE IT (CUBA) IS A SISTER COUNTRY WITH THE SAME PEOPLE, THE 
SAME CULTURE AND THE SAME EMOTIONS," PEREZ SAID, "BUT IN 
ADDITION BECAUSE WE CONSIDERED THE POLITICAL DIFFICULTIES, WHICH 
PREVIOUSLY FORCED THESE RELATIONS TO BE INTERRUPTED, TO HAVE BEEN 
OVERCOME." 

2. CONCERNING VENEZUELA'S FUTURE CONTACTS WITH CUBA, PEREZ SAID, 
"THE EXCHANGE WITH CUBA WILL BE MADE NORMAL WITHOUT BEING 
CLOUDED BY OUTSIDE FACTORS AND WILL BE CHARACTERIZED BY THE 
HEALTHIEST, MOST SCRUPULOUS AND MUTUALLY RESPECTFUL COOPERATION 
INTERNATIONALLY AND WITH REGARD TO LATIN AMERICA IN PARTICULAR." 
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